
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

December 13, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Richard Kautz 
Sussex County Planning 
P.O. Box 417 
Georgetown, De  19947 
 
RE:  PLUS 2004-07-08 – Avebury 
 
Dear Mr. Kautz: 
 
Attached is a copy of a letter received from River Basin Engineering regarding their 
response to the State agency comments received through the Preliminary Land Use 
Services (PLUS) for the Avebury project to be located on Harmony Hill Cemetery Road 
at Hollyville Road.   I have also attached a copy of our original comments dated August 
19, 2004 and the updated concept plan reflecting the changes made in response to our 
comments. 
 
It was noted in our original letter that this project is located within an Investment Level 4 
area according to the Strategies for State Policies and Spending.  In these areas, State 
policies encourage preservation of natural and agricultural resources and discourage large 
scale development.    We stated that we were not in favor of this development and had 
significant concerns relating to the development of the site.  We remain concerned about 
this and the amount of development proposed for this general area, especially because it 
is outside of areas where the State and County have planned for growth. 
 
In reviewing the developer’s response, we were pleased to see that some of the State 
comments were addressed, particularly clustering homes to preserve a buffer along Polly 
Prettyman Branch, interconnections with the adjacent Whetherby proposal, and addition 
of bicycle paths.   
 
However, we are particularly concerned with the substantial increase in the number of 
units included in this revised proposal.  The initial proposal reviewed through the PLUS 



process included 348 residential units, while the revised site plan includes 400 units, a 15 
percent increase over the initial proposal.   
 
We encourage the County to consider our comments during the review of this proposal 
and, by copy of this letter, request that the developer continue to work with State 
agencies to address our concerns.  In particular, we request that the developer work with 
DelDOT, who will be commenting on the traffic impact study around February 2005. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 302-739-3090. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Constance C. Holland 
       Director 
 
CC:   Andrew Hayes, River Basin Engineering 
 Kip Howell, Seneca Harbor Joint Venture 
 
Attachments:   Letter from River Basin Engineering dated 10-25-04 
  Letter from State Planning Office dated 08-19-04 
   














